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OSMS - NJHS Induction April 4  6:30 

District-Wide Spirit Day  April 6

OHS Musical Production Footloose 

April 6 & April 7 @7:30

OHS National Honor Society 

Induction April 9 @ 7:00

Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment April 11 & 

12
Board of Education Meeting April 17 @ 

6:00pm
Annual Go Home Early Drill April 19

Spring Recess April 23 - 27

Grades 3-8 Math Assessment May 1 & 

May 2

Congratulations  to  Assistant  Principal/Athletic 
Director Dr. Stacey Tice for being recognized by the 
National  Interscholastic  Athletic  Administrators 
Association  (NIAAA )  as  a  Certified  Athletic 
Administrator.  To  earn  this  distinction,  Dr.  Tice  has 
demonstrated  the  highest  level  of  knowledge  and 
expertise  in  the  field  of  interscholastic  athletic 
administration.  The  voluntary  certification  process 
included  a  thorough  evaluation  of  the  candidate's 
educational  background,  experience  and  professional 
contributions,  as  well  as  a  rigorous,  comprehensive 
written examination.
The  NIAAA is  a  national  professional  organization 
consisting  of  all  50  state  athletic  administrator 
associations and more than 10,000 individual members.  
It is dedicated to promoting the professional growth of 
high school athletic administrators and preserving the 
educational nature of interscholastic athletics and the 
place  of  these  programs  in  the  secondary  school 
curriculum.

We are  still  collecting  food for  the  backpack 
program! 

Cereal, granola bars, oatmeal, fruit cups, peanut 
butter,  jelly,  canned  vegetables  (Peas,  corn, 
green beans, etc.) pasta, jar sauce, macaroni and 
cheese  are  just  a  few  ideas!    If  you  are 
interested  in  donating  we  will  be  collecting 
items at the District Office located at 565 Sayles 
Street  Oneida,  NY  13421.   Thank you all  so 
much for your support!  #OneidaStrong

http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Dear District Residents,

During the past few months, our school district as well as many across the nation, have 
faced difficult conversations with students about school safety.  Please know that the 
students’ safety, well-being and security are our number one priority. 
 

As a district, we continually refine our safety plans and protocols and look at ways we can 
improve our safety procedures.   We continue to work with our School Resource Officer, 

Matthew Ware, and our local law enforcement leaders to make every school as safe as possible.  
This collaboration is continually evolving and results in safety improvements each time that we work together.  
Additionally, we conduct multiple drills each year to ensure that both staff and students are best prepared for 
any situation should it ever arise.  Our staff has been trained on specific drills and scenarios. 
 
As we move forward with issues of safety,  it  is  essential  that we remind our children often that if  you see 
something, say something. Working together at school and at home, we can make a difference for our children 
and our school community. As a school, we have no greater responsibility than to provide a safe environment 
where our children can learn and grow without excessive fear and anxiety.
 
Our appreciation goes out to all of our community agencies that assist us in keeping the students safe.
 
Mary-Margaret Zehr

Mary-Margaret Zehr 
Superintendent of Schools- Oneida City School District

District Office 

2018-2019 School Budget Update 
The district office and Board of Education have been hard at work to finalize a sound and cost-effective budget 
for the 2018-2019 school year.  We continue to focus on the districts fiscal goal as we work through balancing the 
budget.  The goal is to: Provide fiscal oversight for the District by ensuring financial resources are adequate to 
prepare students for life, college and career being respectful of the community’s ability to pay for education.  We 
are awaiting the final legislative fiscal allocations for school districts and we anticipate finalizing the budget by 
April. 
 
Here are some important dates in relation to the budget:
• April 17: Board of Education Meeting, 6 p.m., Costello Center
• May 8: Annual Budget Hearing, 6 p.m., Costello Center
• May 15: Board of Education Meeting 6 p.m., Costello Center & vote by Public on Proposed 2017-2018 Budget, 

propositions and members of the Board of Education-  noon to 9:00 PM at Durhamville Elementary and 
Oneida High School

Would you like a print copy of the digital newsletter? 
We are more than happy to provide any community member with a printed copy of 
the digital  newsletter  if  they are unable to access  our electronic versions.   Please 
contact Melanie Fountain at 315-363-2550 for a paper copy of the electronic newsletters.
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North Broad 
We are close to completion with the main office and we are waiting for the security film to be 

installed.   The Kindergarten rooms in the lower level have been completed.
 

Durhamville 
We have a few items remaining to complete the main office.  We are waiting on doors, wall 

covering, security glass, and window glazing to be installed.
 
Seneca Street 

Tiling for the floors and walls continue. Paint is being put on the walls in the hallways. The main office is 
getting closer to completion as flooring, painting, and cabinetry have been installed.
 
Willard Prior 
Construction has begun in the main office.  Work will continue in the building through spring vacation.

BoE Committee News
The  BOE  Curriculum,  Instruction,  &  Technology  Committee  received  information  about  the 
department chairs, AP courses and the HS 1:1 pilot.  Ms. Lane provided an update regarding the work of the 
department chairs and expressed gratitude for providing the positions in the budget last year.   Additionally, 
Ms. Lane shared some additional information regarding A/P course enrollment statistics with the committee.  
Finally, Ms. Brauner updated the committee on the 1:1 pilot program at the HS.
 
The BOE Finance and Facilities Committee continued to review the preliminary 2018-19 budget.  The 
committee continues to review various budget decision points to consider in the current budget which include 
tax levy, use of fund balance, and additional programming for students. The committee also received updates on 
the Oneida Castle sale, Facility Study and the ongoing capital project.
 
The BOE Governance Committee reviewed several district policies. The committee reviewed the Mission 
and  Vision  policy  and  the  Code  of  Conduct.   The  committee  also  set  the  dates  for  new board  member 
orientation for May 29 and June 19. Additionally, the committee tentatively set the date for the summer Board 
retreat for July 26.

Building Project News 
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Facilities News 

Pros Cons

Current system of grade level 
organization

-Strong sense of community and 
tradition
-Relationships with families
-Community happiness with model
-Less transitions for students
-All elementary students in each 
family are in the same school
-Families seem happy with the 
current situation
-There are different opportunities 
in each school
-Smaller class size (but only accurate 
in some of the schools)
-Experienced teachers at schools

-Student sometimes need to be 
placed outside of their 
neighborhood school for ELL and 
special education classes
-Too small for class placement 
options
-Two sections per grade level doesn’t 
always support grade level planning 
well
-Schools aren’t currently balanced 
now in terms of enrollment – would 
need to redistrict
-Need for redistricting to deal with 
different class sizes across schools

Grade Center organization -Equity of class /section size
-Teacher/student load would be 
similar
-Cost benefit of moving from 48 
sections to 40
-Advantages for grade level planning
-More options for student 
placement
-Advantages for scheduling specials
-More pupil personnel support

-Increased transitions for students 
that would be harder for students 
who are currently dealing with 
significant socio-emotional issues 
due to poverty and related issues.  
Students would lose the sense of 
family and wouldn’t have older 
siblings to help them with 
adjustments
-Would increase class size in some 
schools and the impact of 
transitions

The Oneida City School District will be working with Alan Pole and Jessica Cohen from Castallo and Silky LLC 
– Education Consultants to study the facilities at Oneida.  The study will determine if there is a better way to 
educationally and fiscally to reconfigure the grades and facilities to provide a sound instructional program now 
and in the future.
 
It is important to note that the final report will include options for the district to consider for the future. The 
consultants will provide the Board of Education with more than one recommendations with pros and cons for 
each recommendation. After the final report is reviewed by the Board of Education this summer, the district will 
engage with district stakeholders (staff,  community and parents)  to review the options and make a decision 
about the future of our facilities.  This process will not be finalized until the spring of 2019.
 
In February, the committee has been brainstorming a variety of options with pros and cons.  They are listed 
below:
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Facilities News Continued
Pros Cons

Grade Center organization 
continued 

-Less need for students with 
disability to be moved
-Outdoor space could be better 
suited to age levels
-Might ease the transition to 
middle school as students would 
know students from other areas – 
ease culture shock

-Complicates transportation
-Parents might have to go to 
multiple buildings to drop students 
off or visit teachers – the logistics 
for parents would be harder
-Change is hard
-Teachers would move from grade 
to grade more if there were 
ongoing reductions of grade levels

Closing a school -Cost savings through reduction of 
staffing
-Some savings in transportation

-Class sizes would be close to the 
“capped” size but over time 
enrollment would level off because 
of enrollment decline
-Class size would be increased
-It will be hard to fit into three 
school buildings
-District would have to deal with 
the sale of another building
-The impact of closing another 
building would be significant on the 
community

Other suggestions -Rebuild the middle school attached to the high school and move all 
elementary students to the middle school.
-Redistrict all elementary students
-See district office and move it into Willard Prior.  Reduce sections at 
Willard Prior to single sections per grade level.
-Move the 6th grade to the elementary school to provide more space at 
the middle school
-Look at facility issues at the middle and high schools

The Advisory Committee consists of three teachers, two administrators, two support staff, three parents, and 
three community members.  Meeting will be held in each building throughout the school year and some meetings 
will include a tour of the facility. After the tour, the meeting will start at 6:30 PM. 
The meetings are scheduled for:
·         April 19 at Seneca Street Elementary
·         May 24 at Oneida High School Library
·         June 12 at Board of Education meeting to present the final report
The work of the Advisory Committee such as agendas and minutes will be posted in every newsletter and on the 
school district website http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study 
Furthermore, community members are welcome to attend the meetings as visitor.  Each meeting will have a time 
where visitors can ask questions.

http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study
http://www.oneidacsd.org/district/special_projects/facility_study
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Curriculum & Instruction News 
2018 Grades 3-8 Math and ELA Assessment Latest Information and Updates 

Below, you will find the dates for the 2018 grades 3-8 New York State ELA and Math Assessments:

  Assessment      Dates 
  Grades 3-8 ELA Assessment    April 11-12, 2018 

  Grades 3-8 Math Assessment    May 2-3, 2018 

Why Test Students in ELA and Math? 
• The  annual  assessments  are  only  one  of  several  indicators  of  student  performance;  however,  they 

provide objective information about how students are progressing toward the higher level skills and 
knowledge required to be successful after high school. Parents have a right to this information. 

• All students must be prepared for success in college and careers. Whether they want to go to 
college or straight into the workplace, students need to be able to think critically and solve complex 
problems. With these tools, students have more choices about their futures and can make the most of 
their opportunities.

• Tests inform parents and teachers about their students’ progress compared to other students across the 
state. 

• Annual assessments are also used to help ensure that traditionally underserved students

• The tests can also be used to support professional development for teachers.

• The annual ELA and math tests for students in grades 3-8 are required by the federal Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA) of 2015.
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Test Changes for 2018 
In response to concerns from parents and educators, the State Education Department has made changes to the 
annual Grades 3-8 English Language Arts and Mathematics Assessments.

• This year’s tests have been reduced from three test days per subject to only two days per subject this 
year. With fewer test sessions, each test will have fewer questions than in recent years, lessening test 
fatigue for students and better enabling them to demonstrate what they know and are able to do.

• The 2018 assessments will continue to be untimed. This means that students will have as much time as 
they need on the test during the regular school day, as long as they are working productively. 

• This year, the assessments will feature many test questions written by hundreds of New York State teachers, 
specifically for the annual New York State tests. The future goal is for all test questions to be written by 
NYS educators. 

• Like last year, the State Education Department plans to return the instructional reports based on the 2018 
assessment results to schools on or around June 1. An earlier release date for the instructional reports gives 
teachers more time to use the information before the end of the school year.

• The State Education Department also plans to release 75-percent of the questions from this year’s tests. 
The 2017 test questions (https://www.engageny.org/3-8) are available online at EngageNY.

• The  2018  Score  Reports  for  Parents  will  feature  the  redesigned  format  and  easy-to-understand 
language  that was introduced in 2016. The updated reports are clearer and provide more information 
about what students should know and be able to do at each grade level.
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Oneida High School
Oneida Musical transcends the Ages 
Our students have been working extremely hard putting together the final  additions on this year’s  musical 
Footloose. Footloose the musical was first brought to the stage in 1998. It is based on the film from 1984, 
entitled the same and starring, Kevin Bacon. The main character Ren McCormack is a young man who, because 
of family circumstance, has to relocate from Chicago to the small town of Bomont. Ren soon discovers that the 
conservative small town is not Chicago and the town’s Victorian culture is in conflict with his experience of big 
city life, rock and roll, and dance. The story is a favorite among many who have grown up with generational gaps 
that have existed within our country.

This year’s musical transcends time for our students and staff. The director of the play is Brett Bogardus. Brett 
has a history in Oneida. As a student in the 1990’s she was a lead in many of our musicals and studied under 
Virginia Drake, who was the musical director years ago.

In addition, this year’s musical has many alumni that were involved in the musical productions over the past 
thirty to forty years. Our Pit Band Director, David Hawthorne, has been involved since his high school years in 
the  1980’s.  Choreographer,  Julie  Mondrick,  is  a  graduate  of  OHS  and  brings  her  talents  back  home  to 
choreograph the production. Laura Hedlon is overseeing the prop development and set design. Emilie Cantrell 
brings her artistic talents to the stage and is the Art Director. Matthew Shene is the stage manager and draws 
from his past experience on stage.  In addition, Brandi Eddy has acted as Assistant Choreographer on past 
productions.

The talents the alumni bring to our production were developed here in Oneida and continued to mature at the 
post-secondary and professional levels. Anyone who has experienced our past productions know how hard our 
students work to put on a fantastic show. The students’ talent is a credit to themselves and to the woman and 
men who have dedicated their time and energy in developing our student performers at Oneida High School 
and in bring the best to the stage.

I would like to recognize Heather O’Connell our Choral Director and John Zamperetti the Producer. Without 
the  efforts  of  an  entire  team,  we  would  not  have  the  excellent  performances  that  Oneida  has  become 
accustomed to over the years. We wish the entire cast and crew a wonderful production. Footloose plays at 
Oneida High School Friday April 6th and April 7that 7:30 pm.

Brian Gallagher

Principal

Z Club 

The z club girls  have raised $75.00 selling shamrocks for MDA Muscular 
Dystrophy  Association  --  students  in  the  cafeteria  were  kind  enough  to 
donate their change for the week celebrating St. Patrick's Day celebration.
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Teens for a Better World  

The members of Teens for a Better World recently participated in a focus group relating to the issues of drugs, 
vaping, and alcohol.  The met with Lauren Davie and Cindy McGinley from BRiDGES who led the discussion.  
The teenagers conveyed their thoughts and concerns about substance abuse within the school and community.  
In addition, students chose posters that will placed within our school in support of the anti-vaping campaign.   

Japanese Exchange Program  

On March 21st the Z club hosted a farewell party for the Japanese exchange students.  They presented them 
with t shirts, mugs from Oneida High School and pizza and cookies.  These two clubs are the longest running 
clubs in the high school and the United States with over 48 years of service for z club and and 42 years for the 
Japanese Exchange program.

Mrs. Vaccaro and Mr.Goggins have shared this event for many years.

The Japanese Exchange Program at Oneida 
High  School  began  in  1976,  and  is  the 
longest  running  high  school  exchange 
program  in  the  United  States.  Students 
from  Shuri  High  School  in  tropical 
Okinawa,  Japan  visit  for  two  weeks  in 
March to share their culture and to learn 
about  ours.  Students  stay  with  Oneida 
High School hosts.  They experience a bit 
of  school  life  here,  visit  local  places  of 
interest,  like  Niagara  Falls,  Canada, 
Highland  Forest  for  snow-shoeing  and 
sledding,  and  the  Oneida  Community 
Mansion House.
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Providing Needs at OHS through Rachel’s Closet 
By: Dana Ratnarajah

Recently Rachel’s Challenge, an impacting event, came to Oneida High School. This event addressed the issues 
of bullying, harassment and violence in schools through the story of Rachel Joy Scott, the first person killed in 
the Columbine High School shooting. This experience at Oneida High has motivated the Student Council, the 
guidance counselors, and the Youth Summit group to start a program known as Rachel’s Closet at O.H.S. This 
program is designed to provide gently used clothing and hygiene products for those students who may not be 
able to obtain them on their own. The closet is intended to provide students with more self-esteem that they 
may lack from not having proper clothing or the basic necessities needed to maintain a good hygiene. It is 
planned to grant students confidentiality, so that way they will not feel embarrassed for seeking help.

“It’s in the beginning phases so right now we are just collecting items. Once we have enough items to give 
people, students can go through any of the counselors, Mrs. Gallagher, Mr. Vinnette and Mrs. Schoeneck to 
obtain these necessities or make an appointment to get items,” says Mrs. Davis, Head of Guidance. The closet 
will be promoted through Oneida’s websites, mailings, morning announcements and school televisions.
When asked how the closet would impact peers, OHS Student Council Member Nina Magliocca said, “It will 
make them feel it’s a safer environment knowing that the school community will help them out.” Oneida has 
faith that Rachel’s  Closet will  give students more motivation to succeed in school.  Once students have the 
chance to boost their needs they can focus on their education. Then, when they better themselves they can help 
better the community as a whole. “I hope that it continues to grow and that the kids find it helpful and useful”, 
says Counselor Davis. Although Rachel’s Closet at Oneida High School is still in the process of
getting started, staff and students are confident that it will have a positive impact on those around
them.

There are many other organizations working alongside Rachel’s Closet to help support our community. These 
organizations include the Karing Kitchen, which provides free lunches for those in need and can be contacted at 
(315) 363-2450, and Liberty Resources, which provides residential and non-residential services to aid families and 
individuals. They can be contacted at (315) 363-0048. The Church on the Rock is also devoted to serving our 
community. Their program known as Hidden Treasures is a thrift store that provides clean clothing, housewares, 
toys, and other items to members of the city. They can be reached at (315) 280-4044. Donations to Rachel’s 
Closet can be dropped off to the guidance office at Oneida High School or to Rooms
124 and 127.



Oneida City School District April 2018

�11

Otto Shortell Middle School
OSMS 2018 Olympic Games 
The most recent Winter Olympics in PyeongChang motivated the OSMS physical education department to 
design a Olympics unit for our students.  The Olympics unit has been taking place in physical education classes.  
Each class is learning about the history of the Olympics and the events that take place.  Our competition 
includes a combination of winter and summer events.  There are a total of eight events including javelin, shot 
put,  speed skating,  sprinting,  skeleton, front stroke,  backstroke and standing long jump.  The students are 
divided  into  countries.   Each  country  has  to  be  represented  in  each  event  as  a  means  to  have  students 
participate in at least two events. The students then have several training days prior to competing against their 
peers in each class.  At the conclusion of the individual class Olympic Games, the top scoring students from 
each event  per  class  will  compete  against  the  top  scoring  students  from other  classes  in  the  OSMS 2018 
Olympic Games.  So far the students have really enjoyed this unit and we look forward to doing it again in the 
future!

“Echoes” at OSMS 
On March 19, 2018, OSMS students watched a theatrical production of their writings through a dramatic show 
created by the Merry-Go-Round Players.   They call  this production “Echoes,” and students witnessed their 
writings come alive!  The actors used a variety of props, humor, and music to highlight writings from all over 
New York State, and this group travels throughout New York State to share these creative writings by students.  
Sophia Rush’s “The Lost Unicorn” was a highlighted piece in the show.  Many students received honorable 
mention awards as well as Excellence in Writing awards at the end of the show.  OSMS 8th grade students 
received a plaque for submitting the best writing pieces from the entire New York State!   
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Durhamville Elementary

Be Internet Awesome 
What?   Students are spreading kindness via computers, who knew this was a possibility? Be Internet Awesome 
is designed to teach students how to be good digital citizens.  All K-5 students start in the kindness kingdom to 
defeat the cyberbully.  The tower of treasure comes next where 3-5 graders make secure passwords.  Finally, our 
3-5 graders move onto the mindful mountain where we learn to be careful what we share.  Here are what the 
students are saying about beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com   

Fourth Grader, Caleb Bouchard: “It is actually pretty cool.  It is like an 
obstacle course. There are sad people and you have to have cards to make 
them happy.  It is awesome when you beat the cyber bully.”

Second Grader, Ainsley Butler: “It is fun to help people feel better.  It is good 
to be safe.”

Third Grader, Kaylee Beaulac: “You shouldn’t be a hacker.  You should be kind 
to everyone.

Third Grader, Kaylee French, “I played at home.” 
Huge thanks to Mr. Finnerty for sharing this awesome website.  

Merry Go Round Playhouse 
By: Phoebe Messier 

On February 9th a man from Merry Go Round Playhouse came into our room and introduced himself. He said 
we would be doing a play. The play was about America breaking free from Great Britain. But before the play he 
gave us  background information. He said that back then women weren’t allowed to be in a play so men would 
have to play women’s roles. When I heard this I was confused. Then we got to the exciting part. He gave us 
each a role. I got to play Thomas Jefferson. But there were many different roles like actors, director, prop 
designers, costume designers, music, and the lighting crew.  Each of my classmates got to do one of these roles. 
Then we got to reading our lines. I didn’t have very many lines so I just read four lines over and over again until 
my brain exploded. The prop designers and costume designers made each person their own prop. Some people 
got hats and other sorts of fun stuff. I got a paper with scribbles on it that was supposed to be the Declaration 
of Independence. When we started the play I thought everyone did an amazing job. When we finished we did a 
bow and we got to keep our props. The man said we did a good job producing a whole play in a very short 
amount of time. I thought this was a fun event that we all got to experience.  Thanks PTO for supporting the 
Merry Go Round Playhouse for us.

http://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com
http://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com
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A New World - Reality or Virtual Reality    
By: Daunte Bacheyie, Elizabeth Boylan, Sophia Colvin, Peyton Molinari, and Olin Rafte

WOAH! Fifth graders say as we are deep in the ocean and not even wet! How is this happening you may ask? 
Well, you’re just about to see how we went deep in coral reefs and oceans with swordfish.

Welcome to the world of coral reefs! How are we underwater but yet can breathe? There is only one answer, 
virtual reality goggles!!  Virtual reality goggles open up and hold a phone inside. Using the Google Expeditions 
app, you choose your expedition. You click on it, look into the goggles and it feels like you’re there!  Following 
the  arrows  on  the  screen,  your  teacher  can  point  out  specific  animals  and  other  interesting  things  like  a 
shipwreck. How in the world did we get these?!? BOCES Model Schools let’s schools all over the area borrow the 
goggles and use them for about a week or so. It’s really nice of them. But I warn you not to pester your teachers 
about the goggles. There is more than likely a huge list to get them. 

It was a wonderful experience. Overall, we were sad to see them leave. The Durhamville 5th grade enjoyed the 
whole experience. Hopefully we get to use the goggles again. We hope that if you get a chance to use these 
goggles that you will have an amazing experience just like ours!
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North Broad Elementary
Celebrating North Broad Artists: Common Threads Art Show 

Two North Broad artists have their artwork on display at the Common Threads Art 
Show at the Rome Art Community Center. Lily Dygert and Mrs. McLain both have 
their incredible pieces in the show.

Lily’s  work  is  a  clay  hand  that  was  inspired  by  mehndi  design,  the  art  of  Henna 
painting on the skin that originated in India. She titled her hand, “Beauty of Culture.” 
Mrs. McLain displayed one of her clay pitchers that was thrown on the potter’s wheel.

We are so proud of Lily and Mrs. McLain for showcasing their artistic talents. The 
show will be highlighting the work of art teachers and their student’s art from all over 
the area until April 4th.
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16th Annual North Broad Street 
Cultural Festival 2018 

"The beauty of the world lies in the diversity of its people."
It was an afternoon of learning, exploration, and celebration at the North Broad Street Elementary School 
Cultural Festival on March 14th! Over the course of the festival, our students were able to learn about culture 
and diversity from around the world and try new foods together from the tasting menu. The day ended with an 
extraordinary celebration of music from our 4th/5th grade band and chorus, followed by a variety of selections 
from each grade level. There are no words that can express the authentic excitement from our students better 
than the pictures below! Thank you to everyone who made this event a huge success. We look forward to 
Cultural Festival 2019!



Oneida City School District April 2018

�16

North Broad Street Kindergarteners Make a Big Move 

With all of the excitement of HGTV’s Flip or Flop, our kindergarten students bid farewell to their temporary 
classrooms on a cold Friday afternoon and walked into their “home sweet home” on Monday morning. This 
phase of our building project marked the final steps in completing a long list of renovations at North Broad 
Street Elementary. Complete with new flooring and paint, the rooms are ready for our youngest students to 
continue to learn, grow, and wonder! Thank you to all of our NB staff and the OCSD custodial/maintenance 
team for using their superpowers to make this move happen so quickly and seamlessly.

So, just what do our kindergartners have to say about their new classrooms?

“It’s awesome! It’s a lot bigger and there’s a new play kitchen!”
-James

“It’s good. All of the toys are in a different spot. I like that you can hang your coat on hooks!”
-Serena

“I love it because of all of the new stuff ! The chairs feel better and Mrs. Hawthorne reads us 
new books in here, too.”
-Emma

“The floors have circles on them and I like decorating the new room!”
-Liam

“I love it! I love the dollhouse. I like working in my new room!”
-Nicolette 
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Seneca Street Elementary
Seneca Street 2nd Graders "Talk About Responsibility" 
What is a creative way to learn about responsibility?  Mrs. Buschatzke’s 
class at Seneca Street practiced and performed a play called “Talk About 
Responsibility” from Character Education by Judy Truesdell.  In this play, 
pets are given the opportunity to speak out on a pretend talk show called 
“The Kay Nine Show.”  The pets are upset that their kids owners are not 
taking responsibility to keep their cages clean or to properly feed them.  
The  play  combined  humor  with  important  life  lessons.    Students 
performed  this  play  for  their  parents  on  Tuesday,  March  20th  and 
performed the show for the entire school  during Morning Program in 
early  April!   The  class  memorized  the  entire  show,  with  several  parts 
having  lengthy  and  complicated  lines.   There  could  be  several  future 
actors, actresses and comedians developing their talents in 2B!  Great job!

Tenth Annual Seneca Street Learning Fair 
Thursday,  March  15th  marked  the  tenth  annual  Learning  Fair  at  Seneca  Street  Elementary.   This  event 
highlights student initiated projects, showcasing individual inquiries selected by students.  The gymnasium at 
Seneca  Street  was  transformed into  a  convention like  atmosphere,  where  students  in  grades  kindergarten 
through 5th grade share their projects. Students this year submitted art projects, science experiments, writing 
samples, recipes, informational displays and robotics! First grader, Grace Todd, along with some help from her 
dad, built a model displaying the power of pulleys.  Fourth grader Sophia Davis had the crowd wowed with her 
egg drop challenge.  Students and parents alike had to predict if an egg would break if dropped from the same 
height, but in different containers.  The egg drop challenge, in a peanut butter filled jar, a stuffed tissue box, or 
a bubble wrapped container tested Newton’s First Law of Motion and engaged many learners.  Mrs. Karen 
Pitoniak, a first grade teacher at Seneca Street, has been part of the Learning Fair Planning Committee for ten 
years.   She,  along  with  Mrs.  Cindy Smith and Mrs.  Jill  Rodegher,  co-chair  this  annual  event  designed to 
encourage students to become life-long learners, to take charge of their own learning and show children that 
they can turnkey their learning and share information with others.   Karen believes,  “Children can explore 
topics that they are interested in and teach others.  For me, it was a way for students to take charge of learning 
more about something they are curious about.  This Learning Fair is all about students sharing a wide variety of 
topics,  selected  by  students  based  on  their  individual  curiosity”.   Mrs.  Megan  Gillander,  represented  the 
Oneida Public Library in partnership with students for this event.  When Mrs. Pitoniak asked if the Oneida 
Public Library would like to support the Seneca Street Learning Fair, Mrs. Gillander had several students come 
to the library and they helped them find reference materials. The OPL also had students come in for a place to 
work on their projects. Seneca Street teachers shared the list of topics that the students were presenting and 
OPL was happy to display books on the students' projects for check out so that anyone could learn more about 
these great topics.   Alaina David, a Seneca Street first grader wrote her own book, which is being shared as a 
read aloud by Mrs. Gillander for Story Hour at OPL!  The Learning Fair allows students to learn more about a 
given topic or problem and share that learning with our school community.  The students did an amazing job of 
sharing their knowledge.
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Cup Stacking Championship at Seneca Street 
Thursday, March 15th was an exciting, epic Morning Program at Seneca Street Elementary School!  As part of 
culminating activities for the cup stacking unit in Coach Blair’s  Physical  Education classes,  eight students 
participated in a live cup stacking championship during our weekly Morning Program.  Fourth graders, Tiffany 
Chen, William Liang, Logan Hutt, Will Kelly and Matthew Castle; and Fifth graders, Saige Meehan, Bethany 
Honness, and Teagan Meyer were in the finals.  Saige Meehan, with a time of 4.58 seconds took the title for the 
3-6-3 challenge.  Coach Blair presented Saige with an original trophy to celebrate the victory.  Students in 
grades K-5 have participated in the cup stacking unit  this  winter in PE.  Coach Blair  has grown the cup 
stacking athletes at Seneca Street by helping students purchase their own cup stacking cups, timers, and mats.  
You will be sure to see students working on beating the clock and their personal best time daily during recess.  
Cup stacking is a life-long skill and activity that helps students strengthen fine and gross motor skills.



Oneida City School District April 2018

�19

Farewell Send-Offs to Seneca Street Staff 
Seneca Street staff and students said farewell to two amazing ladies this month.  Mrs. Claire Lampman, who 
worked in the Seneca Street cafeteria for the past ten years retired in mid-March.  Mrs. Lampman, known best 
for her smiles and food themed hats, will be missed.  To celebrate her retirement, students participated in a 
special send off crazy hat day!  Mrs. Lampman’s hats will be missed - but not more than her!  Thank you for your 
service Mrs. Lampman!  At the end of March, Mrs. Carol Allison, elementary music teacher at Seneca Street 
and Willard Prior also retired.  To help send Mrs. Allison off, students at Seneca Street performed her with a 
school wide singing of the school song, re-written with lyrics about Mrs. Allison.  Here is the Seneca Street 
School song revamped for Mrs. Allison:

At morning program, you get us moving
To sing or to dance, even Coach is grooving
Boomwhackers, recorders, you've taught us them all.
With you as our teacher, we’ve had such a ball!                     
 
Thank you…Mrs. Allison
Thank you for making music fun! (Repeat)
 
You’re always so ready to help with a song
To teach us new things, make our memory strong
We just can’t believe that you’re ready to go
We want you to know that we will miss you so!
(Based on Best Year’s of Our Lives)

Students and staff  alike will  most certainly miss Mrs.  Allison’s  keen 
sense  of  humor,  her  excitement  for  teaching  and  learning,  and  her 
dedication  to  our  district.   We  hope  that  Mrs.  Allison  and  Mrs. 
Lampman both enjoy their retirements!
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Willard Prior Elementary
Second Step at Willard Prior 
 In September, all Willard Prior Piranhas, Pre-K-5th grade, started Second Step with Mrs. Burke, our Child and 
Family Support Provider.  Second Step is  an evidence based social-emotional  curriculum that includes 22-25 
lessons  per  grade  level.  Topics  include-  learning  to  listen,  focusing  attention,  following  directions,  being 
assertive,  identifying and managing feelings,  handling accidents,  accepting differences,  showing compassion, 
making  friends,  skills  for  calming  down,  handling  put  downs,  peer  pressure,  problem solving,  and  taking 
responsibility for your actions. 
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All City Music Ensembles By Stephanie Gwilt 
Several students from Durhamville, North Broad Street, Seneca Street, and Willard Prior had the opportunity to 
participate in our Fifth Grade All City Music Ensembles.  The All City Band and All City Chorus met after 
school once a week for an hour in January and February to prepare for their performances at the District Band 
Concert on February 28th and the District Choral Concert on March 6th.  Both concerts were a huge success!!  
This  program  affords  our  elementary  students  an  opportunity  to  make  music  with  other  fifth  graders 
throughout the district, get to know the kids they will be sharing their middle and high school years with in a 
team setting, and get a glimpse of the sound of their six grade music ensembles may possess. 

Both concerts also feature the OSMS and OHS band and choral ensembles, and students in Fifth Grade All City 
Band and Chorus got to witness these ensembles in action.  This is a tremendously beneficial opportunity for 
our students to hear the level of music they will someday be capable of producing when they reach middle 
school and high school. It is our hope that students will be inspired to continue making music throughout their 
time in Oneida City Schools and beyond.  Congratulations to all of our All City fifth grade musicians on their 
fantastic performances!

Art and Music 

Durhamville Band: 
Daunte Bacheyie 
Malaki Balbuena 
Aiden Bertella 
Wade Butler 
Phoebe Cogan 
Phoebe Messier 
Olin Rafte 
Braelyn Watson 

North Broad Band: 
Evan Gwilt 
Leiland Houghtalen 
Kai Jones 
Daniel Maxam 
Alexandrea Nadreau 
Alaiah Orcutt 
Sydney Paul 
Cayden Shene 
Gabriel Stone 
Brady Sullivan 
Lavella Whipple 

Seneca Street Band: 
Alexis Amuso 
Gianna Armstrong 
Hailey Centner 
Evan Fanning 
Drew Gardner 
Bethany Honness 
Ryan Lusher 
Fiona Mahoney 
Teegan Meyers 
Sylvia Walters 
Alex Zamperetti 

Willard Prior Band: 
Blaytlynn Bennett 
Kamrynn Britton 
Austin DeGroat 
Jacob Higgins 
Lily Ingmire 
Jackson Krol 
Samantha Ludwig 
Jacob Marji 
Brandyn Reese 
Lilly Salisbury 
Diago Soto 
Arlee Westcott 
Charlotte Williams

Durhamville Chorus: 
David Barley 
Elizabeth Boylan 
Phoebe Cogan 
Quinn Davis 
Estella Davis 
Emily French 
Sophia Michalenko 
Olivia Miller 
Peyton Molinari 
Abbye Musacchio 
Jewelleigh Olschewske 
Cassidy Plantz 
Myah Rainbow 
Olivia Wagner 
Braelyn Watson 

North Broad Chorus: 
Zachary Chesebro 
Sony DeVoye 
Lily Dygert 
Kaitlynn Fellows 
Evan Gwilt 
Matilyn Hackett 
Kai Jones 
Alex Nadreau 
Sydney Paul 
Cayden Shene 
Gabriel Stone 
Brady Sullivan 

Seneca Street Chorus: 
Lexi Amuso 
Gianna Armstrong 
Olivia Baum 
Emma Bennett 
Hailey Centner 
Evan Fanning 
Olivia Ferris-Coston 
Alley Hewitt 
Bethany Honness 
Ryan Lusher 
Fiona Mahony 
Ryleigh Marsh 
Saige Meehan 
Teagan Meyer 
John Ryan 
Lucy Ryan

Willard Prior Chorus: 
Blaytlynn Bennett 
Kamrynn Britton 
Lily Ingmire 
Jackson Krol 
Alex Ludwig 
Samantha Ludwig 
Riley Mulpagano 
Ashley Scott 
Arlee Westcott 
Charlotte Williams 

Seneca Street Continued 
Lois Smith 
Isabelle Storey 
Morgyn Turner 
Sylvia Walters
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pARTners 

pARTners is a program that joins North Broad and Willard Prior 4th and 5th grade students that love art with 
OHS National Art Honor Society students. Tracie McLain, art teacher at North Broad and Willard Prior and 
Heather Cigeroglu, art teacher and National Art Honor Society advisor started this program last year.

This fall semesters culminating project at North Broad was a giant bottle cap mural of Van Gogh’s Starry Night. 
Students planned,  scaled the size of  the mural,  drew out the design,  collected and sorted MANY different 
colored bottle caps, and then together completed this stunning bottle cap mural. The material for this mural is 
made from repurposed plastic and instead of going into a landfill, was created into a great piece of art. The 
pARTners club felt sharing this masterpiece in this newsletter would remind everyone that April 22nd is Earth 
Day and that it’s important to consider the environment every day.
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Announcements 
Oneida CSD Foundation - Golf  Tournament Fundraiser  
The Oneida Education Foundation is looking for sponsors and participants for their annual golf tournament. 
The golf tournament is the Foundation’s main fundraiser for student scholarships and classroom grants. 
Please  consider  sponsoring  a  hole  or  participating  in  the  tournament  to  help  the  foundation  provide 
scholarships and classroom grants to our very deserving students and teachers. 
For  more  information  and  entry  forms  please  visit  http://www.ocsdfoundation.org  or  visit  us  on  Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/ 

Golf Tournament Sponsored by: 
 Community Bank 

Date: Saturday, May 19, 2018

Time: Registration at 12:00pm

Shotgun Start at 1:00pm 

Cost: $85 Single  / $320 Team 

$100 Hole Sponsor 

$30 Dinner Only 

Hole in One Contest: Win 
a 2018 Chevrolet Cruz  
Sponsored by Wilbur 
Duck!

Steak Dinner at Primo on 
the Greens at Kanon 

Valley!

http://www.ocsdfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/
http://www.ocsdfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/oneidacsdfoundation/
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Oneida CSD - There’s an App for That! 

Oneida CSD now has an App that is both iOS and Android compatible. With this App you will be able to see 
the following information: District News, Newsletter, Events, PeachJar, Lunch Menu, Sports Schedules, DASA 
Form, Student Registration, Facebook, Twitter, Schooltool, Exchange, & WebHelpDesk. The app will also be 
able to run push notifications from our Emergency Broadcast System for lockdowns and snow days. 

Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal  

Schooltool Student Portal and Parent Portal provides access to the information stored in our Student Data 
Management System. A component of this system is a secure, web-based portal for accessing student’s grades, 
attendance and other important information. The District has long provided parents and legal guardians of 
students in grades 4-12 access to information in Schooltool through the Parent Portal as a way of encouraging 
participation in a child’s education and improving communication between students,  parents/guardians,  and 
District Staff. Now, students in grades 6-12 will have access to the same information with their own usernames 
and  passwords.  For  more  information  please  visit  our  website  at  www.oneidacsd.org  and  click  on  Staying 
Connected.

Staying Connected 

PeachJar  

As part of our efforts to be more environmentally friendly, embrace innovative technology, and maintain fiscal 
responsibility, the Oneida City School District uses a digital flyer delivery through Peachjar, a free online service 
for schools. This “green” initiative will saves our schools tons of paper and reduces copy costs by thousands of 
dollars. School-approved digital flyers will be sent directly to parents and guardians who see them as visually 
engaging images right on their smartphone or computer screen. Additionally, all flyers will be posted to each 
school’s website. Peachjar also manages flyer distribution and works directly with outside organizations. To sign 
up for Peachjar visit www.peachjar.com  and click on the ‘sign up’ button to register.

Parents do not need to login to receive or view school eflyers. School memos can still be viewed on the district 
and  school  homepage  by  simply  clicking  on  the  Peachjar  icon.  The  login  is  to  manage  e-mail  delivery 
preferences.

www.oneidacsd.org twitter.com/OneidaCSDfacebook.com/oneidacsd

School Messenger Emergency Broadcast Systems  

The Oneida City School District uses the SchoolMessenger calling system to keep parents and staff members 
informed. SchoolMessenger is a trusted platform to communicate on a mass scale for any school emergencies, 
school-related  cancellations,  or  non-emergency  community  engagement  events.  The  system  works  by 
delivering a pre-recorded telephone message, text message, or e-mail to contacts specified by parents and staff 
members. Phone numbers for SchoolMessenger are collected during the enrollment process or by filling out 
the form found online at www.oneidacsd.org  >Staying Connected > School Messenger. You can e-mail the 
form to Lori Cimpi at lcimpi@oneidacsd.org  or by faxing the form to 315-366-3485. 

Any time your phone number has changed, you are encouraged to contact the student registration office to 
update your child’s records.  Lori Cimpi in student registration can be reached at 315-361-6072.

http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://facebook.com/oneidacsd
http://www.peachjar.com
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://twitter.com/OneidaCSD
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.peachjar.com
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
mailto:lcimpi@oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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Safety First 
Oneida City School District has a responsibility to focus on the safety and 
well-being of our students.  Should our schools be impacted by a national 
or local emergency, the district has response plans in place that follow the 
lead of law enforcement.  Depending on the nature of the issue at hand, 
students may be transported home or kept at school until  it is safe to 
transport them home.   In the event of an emergency, we ask that parents 
refrain from coming onto our campus or calling our schools since it is 
critical  that  we  have  full  use  of  our  telephone  lines  for  emergency 
communications.
In an emergency, parents can get information, instructions, and updates 
from the following communication sources:

✓ District Web site- www.oneidacsd.org 

✓ We will also be using our School Messenger phone system to notify parents of closures, delays, and early 
dismissals. Please visit www.oneidacsd.org > Stay Connected > School Messenger for more information. Or 
you can call Lori Cimpi in Student Registration at 315-361-6072.

✓ Oneida school closings will be announced on the following broadcast outlets:

✓ RADIO stations: WFRG-104.0, WLZW-98.7, WIBX-950 AM, and WODZ-96.1

✓ TELEVISION stations- News 10 Now, WKTV (Channel 2), WSTM (Channel 3),

✓ WIXT (channel 9), WUTR (channel 20) and WFXV (Channel 33)

There are a variety of ways that you can help the district with emergency preparedness and communication.
✓ Make sure the personal information provided to the school is accurate and up to date. If you have a change 

in work or emergency contact phone numbers, please let the school know as soon as possible.
✓ Make sure caregiver information is current.

✓ Do you remember where you recommended your child go if dismissed early? Does that person know your 
child is designated to come there?

✓ Make  sure  the  person  that  you  have  designated  as  an  emergency  contact  for  school  is  aware  of  this 
designation. Make sure your child knows as well.

✓ Make sure your child has a key to your house in case of early dismissal. Have a back-up plan if they are locked 
out of the house (e.g., go to a neighbor’s house?).

✓ Discuss what you would like your child to do if they come home early due to emergency/weather related 
dismissal. Should they call you or someone else to confirm their arrival home?

✓ Be patient. If you are having difficulty getting through to the school during an emergency, remember - the 
district may be flooded with incoming calls. Stay tuned to the media.

We live in a challenging period and face many complex issues. Please be assured that we will take all necessary 
steps to keep your children safe.

A copy of the Oneida City School District’s Emergency Response Plan is available at the district office.

http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
http://www.oneidacsd.org
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www.oneidacsd.org 

#OneidaStrong

twitter.com/OneidaCSD

facebook.com/oneidacsd

Oneida High School 315-363-6901
Brian Gallagher, Principal 
Jennifer DePerno, Assistant Principal 
Stacey Tice, Assistant Principal/ Athletic Dir.

Otto Shortell Middle School 315-363-1050
Todd Widrick, Principal 
Amanda Larson, Assistant Principal 

Durhamville Elementary 315-363-8065
Margaret Visalli, Principal 

North Broad Elementary 315-363-3650
Eric Coriale, Principal 

Seneca Street Elementary 315-363-3930
Molly Hagan, Principal 

Willard Prior Elementary 315-363-2190
Moira Yardley, Principal

District Office 315-363-2550
Mary-Margaret Zehr, Superintendent
Tina Lane, Asst Sup. for Instruction 
James Rowley, Asst Sup. for Finance
Genevieve Brauner, Admin for Technology and 
Special Programs

Student Registration 315-361-6072
Lori Cimpi

Transportation 315-363-5470
Mike Klenotiz a
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Mr. John Elberson, President
Ms. Melinda Bowe, Vice President 
Mr. Robert Group
Mr. Hank Leo Jr 
Ms. Alicia Lippert
Ms. Jennifer Parker
Ms. Gail Whipple
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